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TO THE PEOPLE OF VIRGINIA 


The Communist Party -of Virginia joins with all decent Amer- 
icans in condemning the barbaric lynching of a 14 year old Nerro 
child, Eramctt Till. Even more shocking is the acquittal of those 
two kidnappers and murderers in a "trial" by a Mississipi all 
white, all male jury. 

The Till lynching follows the murder of Ne«ro minister, F.e?v. 
Geo.W. Lee, because he insisted upon his right to vote. It follows 
the killing of a third Mississipi Nerro, Lamar Smith, because he 
also exercised his right to vote, It climaxes a wave of economic 
reprisals by the White Citizens Councils, . the r> e w Ku Klux Klan, 
against Negro c it sens who work for the carrying out of the SuTvrrme 
Court decision on schorl d* segregation. These include firing from 
jobs, banks refusing credit to Negro businessmen and homeowners 
recalling mortgages, evictions as well as direct nhysical threats. 

This reign of terror is a direct outrrowth of the defiance 
of the law on school desegregation by Gov. White, Senator Eastland- 
other Mississipi officials, v * Gov. Stanley, the Gray Omission, 
the EKK like Defenders of .State Sovereignity and the rabid white 
supremacist press, by thuir efforts to whip un nredludice and hate 
against the Ne*ro people, are laying the groundwork for similair 
outrages in our state. 

These are the "upstanding" citizens end officials who are in- 
flaming hoodlums and murderers like Milan and Bryant to commit the 
dirty acts of force and violence. It is these so called "clean" 
upholders of white supremacy who boar heavy resn-nsjbl lity for the 
murder and terror against the Negro neorrle. 


LDie ir net ror the silence? and connivance of tke Federal. — H 
Lts Bep't of Justice, and the FBI. 'This administration, »(• well • 
ts the Democratic Party, is unwilling to nrotect life, liberty, 
md pursuit of franpiness of its citizens. Fot one Federal *^lcl*i 


Fowover, these murde-rs and "phoney 11 Justice would n*t be nogs- 
ible if net for the silence and connivance of the FedewX 

its DepH ■ 
as 
a 

from the President on d<-wn, has even snolren o U t a/*n5net these cr?m- 
inal acts and. the defiance of its own Sunreme Court. TJtvei ^re it 
oner ur ages the lynchers by hiding behind the fnlse claim that 
"states rights" prevent it from doin* **ythin#r. 

It is nlain that lnw/.oSder, and Justice hns Ion* since bro- 
ken down in Mississipi so far as He*rr>es are concerned, and thnt 
daily gross violations of tho Federal Civil Mghts Statute fcre tnk* 
ing place in that state. The Federal Gov't has a clear lea-al rii»hfc 
as well as the duty to intervene in Mississini to end the reira-of^- 
rf terror and protect the constitutional rights of its citizens* 
tfegro and white. 

It is up to the people, however, by mass political action and 
demonstration, to compel the Federal Gov't to intervene. The Labor 
ttovement, the churches, faincrs groups, Wegro organizations and all 
democratic Americans must demand that; the Federal Gov't - % d<b '-;the 
following things: 


1. Have a Federal Grand Jury indict Milam and Bryant for 
violation of the Federal Civil Rights Statute'; and that 
they be tried in a Federal Curt outside of Mississipi. 

2. That a snecial session of Congress be called *mmedintoly 
to nass a Federal anti-lvnchinc law, 

3. Federal Gov't to order and enforce iwrdiftte conrolianoe 
with the Supreme C >urt decision. 

4. That Gov. Stanley abolish the Gr^y Commission- 
Tfcet'nt snecial session of the State Legislature be held 
for the illegal purpose of circumventing the Supreme C oH, 
decision. 1 


5. That the Governor <>rdtr the immediate integration 
Virginia public sch< ols. 
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Please send cements and opinions to 


P.O. Pq? 4*4 


